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T'he story of Black History Month begins
Carter G. Woods

anniversary of emancipation sponsored by the state of Illinois. Thousands of African Americans travelled from across the country to see
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n traveled from Washington, D.C. to participate in a national celebration of the fiftieth
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exhibits highlighting the progress their people had made since the destruction of slavery. Awarded a doctorate in Harvard three years

earlier, Woodson joined the other exhibitors with a black history display. Despite bei

g held at the Coliseum. the site of the 1912

Republican convention, an overflow crowd of six to twelve thousand waited outside for their turn to view the exhibits. Inspired by the
-k life
leaving town. On September 9th, Woodson met at the Wabash YMCA with A. L. Jackson and three other
for the Study of Negro Life and History (ASNLH).
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and formed the Association

Black History Month 1s an annually observed month-long celebration of’ Afri

an American hife, History, and culture. Founded by Dr.

Carter G. Woodson in February 1926, what was Formerly known as Negro History Week became a month-long celebration as a

way to promote, research, preserve, interpret, and disseminate information about Black hife, History, and culture to the global

community,

es back to 1926,

Each year the question is asked: Why does Black History Month occur in February? The relevance of February

when ASALH’s founder Dr. Carter GG. Woodson first established “Negro History Week™ during the second week of February. And why

that week? Because it encompasses the birthdays of Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass—both men bein reat American

symbols of freedom. Woodson chose February for reasons of tradition and reform. It is commonly said that Woodson selected
February to encompass the birthdays of two great Americans who played a prominent role in shaping black history, namely Abraham
Lincoln and Frederick Douglass, whose birthdays are the 12th and the 14th, respectively. More importantly, he chose them for
reasons of tradition. Since Lincoln’s assassination in 1865, the black community. along with other Republicans, had been celebrating
the fallen President’s birthday. And since the late 1890s, black communities across the country had been celebrating Douglass™. Well
aware of the pre-existing celebrations, Woodson built Negro History Week around traditional days of commemorating the black past.

He was asking the public to extend their study of black history, not to create a new tradition. In doing so, he increased his chances for b

SUCCEsSs.

However, Woodson never confined Negro History to a week. His life’s work and the mission of ASALH since its founding in 1915

I represent a living testimony to the year-round and year-after-year study of African American history

Read more on th ASALH Website:
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The story of Black History Month begins in Chicago during the summer of 1915. An alumnus of the University of Chicago with
many friends in the city, Carter G. Woodson traveled from Washington, D.C. to participate in a national celebration of the fiftieth
anniversary of emancipation sponsored by the state of Illinois. Thousands of African Americans travelled from across the country to see
exhibits highlighting the progress their people had made since the destruction of slavery. Awarded a doctorate in Harvard three years
earlier, Woodson joined the other exhibitors with a black history display. Despite being held at the Coliseum, the site of the 1912
Republican convention, an overflow crowd of six to twelve thousand waited outside for their turn to view the exhibits. Inspired by the
three-week celebration, Woodson decided to form an organization to promote the scientific study of black life and history before
leaving town. On September 9th, Woodson met at the Wabash YMCA with A. L. Jackson and three others and formed the Association
for the Study of Negro Life and History (ASNLH).

Black History Month is an annually observed month-long celebration of African American life, History, and culture. Founded by Dr.
Carter G. Woodson in February 1926, what was Formerly known as Negro History Week became a month-long celebration as a
way to promote, research, preserve, interpret, and disseminate information about Black life, History, and culture to the global

community.

Each year the question is asked: Why does Black History Month occur in February? The relevance of February goes back to 1926,
when ASALH’s founder Dr. Carter G. Woodson first established “Negro History Week” during the second week of February. And why
that week? Because it encompasses the birthdays of Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass—both men being great American
symbols of freedom. Woodson chose February for reasons of tradition and reform. It is commonly said that Woodson selected
February to encompass the birthdays of two great Americans who played a prominent role in shaping black history, namely Abraham
Lincoln and Frederick Douglass, whose birthdays are the 12th and the 14th, respectively. More importantly, he chose them for
reasons of tradition. Since Lincoln’s assassination in 1865, the black community, along with other Republicans, had been celebrating
the fallen President’s birthday. And since the late 1890s, black communities across the country had been celebrating Douglass’. Well
aware of the pre-existing celebrations, Woodson built Negro History Week around traditional days of commemorating the black past.
He was asking the public to extend their study of black history, not to create a new tradition. In doing so, he increased his chances for

Success.

However, Woodson never confined Negro History to a week. His life’s work and the mission of ASALH since its founding in 1915
represent a living testimony to the year-round and year-after-year study of African American history.

Read more on th ASALH Website: https://asalh.org/about-us/about-black-history-month/
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2025: African Americans and Labor

2024: African Americans and the Arts

2023:

2022: Black Health and Wellness

2021: The Black Family: Representation, Identity, and Diversity

2020:

2019: Black Migrations

2018: African Americans in Times of War

2017:

2016: Hallowed Grounds: Sites of African American Memories

2015: A Century of Black Life, History, and Culture

2014:

2013: At the Crossroads of Freedom and Equality: The
Emancipation Proclamation and the March on Washington

2012: Black Women in American Culture and History

2011:

2010: The History of Black Economic Empowerment

2009: The Quest for Black Citizenship in the Americas

2008:

2007: From Slavery to Freedom: Africans in the Americas

2006: Celebrating Community: A Tribute to Black Fraternal, Social, and Civil
Institutions

2005:

2004: Before Brown, Beyond Boundaries: Commemorating the 50th
Anniversary of Brown v. Board of Education

2003: The Souls of Black Folks: Centennial Reflections
2002:

2001: Creating and Defining the African American Community: Family,
Church Politics and Culture

2000: Heritage and Horizons: The African American Legacy and
the Challenges for the 21st Century

1999:

1998: Black Business

1997: African Americans and Civil Rights; a Reprisal

1996:

1995: Reflections on 1895: Douglass, Du Bois & Washington
1994: Empowering Black Americans

1993:

1992: African Roots Experience New Worlds, Pre-Columbus to Space
Exploration



1991: Educating America: Black Universities and Colleges, Strengths and
Crisis

1990:

1989: Afro Americans and Religion

1988: Constitutional Status of Afro Americans in the 21st Century

1987:

1986: Afro American Experience: International Connection
1985: Afro American Family

1984:

1983: Afro Americans in the United States

1982: Afro American Survival

1981:

1980: Heritage for America

1979: History: Torch for the future 1974: Helping America Understand
1978: 1973: Biography Illuminates the Black Experience
1977: Heritage Days: The Black Perspective; the Third Century 1972:

1976: America for All Americans
1971: African Civilization and Culture: A Worthy Historical Background
1975:
1970: 15th Amendment and Black America in the Century (1870-1970)
1969:

1968: The Centennial of the Fourteenth Amendment Afro American History
Week

1967: Negro History in the Home, School, and the Community
1966:
1965: Negro History: Freedom’s Foundation

1964: Negro History: A Basis for the New Freedom

1963:
1962: Negro History and a New Birth of Freedom
1961: Freedom and Democracy for the Negro after 100 years (1861-1961)

1960:

1959: Negro History: A Foundation for a Proud America
1958: Negro History: A Factor in Nationalism and Internationalism

1957:



1956: Negro History in an Era of Changing Human Relations

1955: Negro History: A Contribution to America’s Intercultural Life

1954:

1953: Negro History and Human Relations

1952: Great Negro Educators (Teachers)

1951:

1950: Outstanding Moments in Negro History

1949: The Use of Spirituals in the Classroom

1948:

1947: Democracy Possible only Through Brotherhood

1946: Let us Have Peace

1945:

1944: The Negro and the New Order

1943: The Negro in the Modern World

1942: i

1941: The Career of Frederick Douglass 1938: Special Achievements of the Race: Oratory, Drama, Music,
Painting, Sculpture, Science and Inventions

1940: Negro Labor

1937: American Negro History from the Time of Importation from Africa
up to the Present Day

1936:
1935: The Negro Achievements in Africa

1934: Contribution of the Negro in Poetry, in Painting, in Sculpture and in
Science

1933:

1932: What George Washington Bicentennial Commission Fail to Do
1931: Neglected Aspects of Negro History

1930:

1929: Possibility of Putting Negro History in the Curriculum

1928: Civilization: A World Achievement

R 927

** 1926: Dr. Carter G. Woodson devotion to showcasing the contributions

of Black Americans was identified in the second week of
February as “Negro History Week”.
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