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The Dinah K, Somerville
Scholarship Fund

Dinah Katherine Miles Somerville was born on August 7, 1953,
the fourth of nine children of Mary Artina Dotson Miles and the
late Joseph Edward Miles. Dinah grew up in St. Mary’s County,
Mechanicsville, Maryland. She received her education from the
St. Mary’s County Public School System and graduated from
Chopticon High School, Class of 1971. She married Charles
Webster Somerville and from that union two children, Charles
Webster, Jr. and Damion Edward Somerville were born. Dinah
also was blessed with four grandchildren; Lexus, Charles I,
Krystalee, and Landon. Dinah spent her life serving family, 1953 - 2008
building the community, and as federal government public

servant, for over 30 years. Despite not seeking a college degree

of her own, it did not discourage her from wanting the dream for her children, and other
community students. It was her passion to celebrate faithfully Black History and to establish
a scholarship for family and other community youth seeking to further their educational goals.
The family is honored and proud to have established a posthumous scholarship fund and the
continued yearly black history celebrations honoring the legacy of Dinah K. Somerville.

St. Mary’s County Black History Coalition (SMCBHC) and the Dinah K. Somerville Scholarship
Fund (DKSSF) was established on July 31, 2011, by family and friends with a shared interest.
SMCBHC-DKSSEF is a nonprofit organization with 501(c)(3) status, Employer Identification
Number 37-1645880. SMCBHC-DKSSF’s goal is to help deserving individuals within our
community achieve their career goals, an objective which has the added benefit of bettering
the St. Mary’s County community-at-large. In short, our goal is to ensure that no deserving
scholar in our community will be deprived of higher education because of a shortage of funds.
SMCBHC-DKSSF is committed to fundraising to provide scholarships to assist with higher
education tuition cost and celebrating black history every last Sunday in February. SMCBHC-
DKSSF inspires, encourages, and supports St. Mary’s County students to and through college
and vocational school by providing information, advising, and scholarships. SMCBHC-DKSSF
takes pride in serving our youth, our community, and our great Nation by giving back to our
youth, building community, and believing a mind is a terrible thing to waste as we support
education. SMCBHC-DKSSF is committed to providing educational support and bringing
awareness, value, and pride to families within St. Mary’s County.

“When someone holds a special place in your heart, makes a big impact on your
life or changes the community for good, its fitting to honor their contributions.”
- Author Unknown




Order of Events
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Welcome/Greeting.........cooovveiiiiiiiiiiiii i eeeeeeeeeeenennen e oo .. ML Dante Chesley

Presentation of the Colors............cooiiiiiiiii i AFJROTC Chopticon High School
Pledge of AllegiancCe. ....... ..o Mr. Sean Scriber
National Anthem. ... Mr. Sean Scriber
The Lord’s Prayer in Swahili......... .o Mr. Sean Scriber
Blessing of the FOOd...........ooiiiii e Rev. Paul Nguyen, Pastor

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church
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Banquet
Music: DJ Hollywood
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Commissioners of St. Mary’s County Proclamation............................ Mr. Michael Alderson, Jr.
Commissioner, Third District

MuUsiCal SElECtiON........ e eiaeiaeiaiianasiasianenee .M. Sean Scriber

“‘Lord, Why Did You Make Me Black™................. Mrs. Darlene Houze and Mr. Michael-Elliott Hill
Introduction of Keynote Speaker — Delegate Edith Patterson....................... Mr. Dante Chesley
Wheels of @ Dream..........oooiriiiii Mr. Sean Scriber
Performance. ..o Mrs. Darlene Houze and Mr. Michael-Elliott Hill
We Shall OVEICOME. ... .. e Mr. Sean Scriber
SMOCBHC SHOIY ... e e Ms. Gena Singleton

Presentation of the 2026 Dinah K. Somerville Scholarship Fund Awards
Mr. Garnell Miles, CEO
Ms. Raquel Stone, President
CloSING REMAIKS. . ... e e aeeeas Ms. Raquel Stone

Lift Every Voice and SiNg........ooiiiii i Mr. Sean Scriber
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As Chief Executive Officer of the St. Mary’s County Black History Coalition
(SMCBHC) and the Dinah K. Somerville Scholarship Fund, it is my distinct honor and
privilege to welcome you to the 13th Annual Dinah K. Somerville Scholarship Awards
Ceremony and Black History Month Celebration.

Thanks to the success of our community fundraisers, the generosity of our donors,
and the tireless dedication of our members over the past year, we are proud to
award six outstanding students from St. Mary’s County public and private schools and universities with $1,000
scholarships. Your continued support makes these opportunities possible.

The 2026 National Black History Month theme, announced by the Association for the Study of African American
Life and History, is “A Century of Black History Commemorations.” This theme marks the 100th anniversary

of Negro History Week, founded in 1926 by Carter G. Woodson. It honors a century of intentional efforts to
document, preserve, and celebrate Black life, history, and culture.

This year’s theme challenges us to reflect on how these commemorations have shaped identity, fostered
pride, and advanced equality. From early emancipation celebrations and recognition of the Haitian Revolution
to modern observances such as Juneteenth, Black history remains a beacon of resilience, achievement,

and hope. As scholar Arthur A. Schomburg declared, “The American Negro must remake his past to make
his future.” That message remains urgent today, particularly as we confront efforts that seek to censor,
marginalize, or diminish the telling of Black history.

As we also approach the 250th anniversary of the independence of the United States, we must commit to
telling not only an inclusive history but an accurate one. These commemorations are more than tradition; they
are acts of affirmation and truth. They remind us that Black history is not simply a chapter within the American
narrative; it is foundational to it, with enduring relevance in the lives of Black people everywhere.

We are honored to have Mr. Dante R. Chesley serve as Master of Ceremonies. As the nephew and godson
of our namesake, Dinah K. Somerville, he carries forward her legacy with distinction. He is currently a Senior
Client Service Associate with Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce Private Wealth and brings over ten years
of industry experience.

We are equally thrilled to welcome Delegate Edith J. Patterson as our keynote speaker. Her extensive
knowledge and steadfast commitment to the community will undoubtedly inspire and energize us all.

You will also be blessed by Mr. Sean Scriber’s eloquent musical selections. Mrs. Darlene Houze and Mr.
Michael-Elliott Hill will present a powerful Expression of Spoken Word, showcasing their gifts as writers,




directors, and producers. DJ Hollywood, Dinah’s nephew, will provide jazz and musical selections throughout
the program. The ceremony will conclude with the presentation of the 2026-2027 Dinah K. Somerville
Scholarship Awards to our deserving honorees.

We remain steadfast in our commitment to advancing our namesake’s legacy by strengthening our community
through scholarships for our future leaders. SMCBHC'’s mission is to provide financial assistance to deserving
individuals to help defray the costs of higher education. By investing in our young leaders, we invest in the
continued growth and vitality of our entire community. Bringing neighbors and friends together in forums

such as this ensures that we remain collectively committed to the education and empowerment of the next
generation.

Over the past thirteen years, SMCBHC has awarded forty scholarships totaling more than $38,000. Our
long-term goal is to award four deserving students $5,000 each and to provide continued support throughout
their college and/or trade school journey. Our immediate objectives include expanding scholarship funding,
increasing membership, establishing a mentoring program, and strengthening partnerships with other St.
Mary’s County organizations to broaden our outreach. | am immensely proud of how far we have come and
excited about the path ahead.

On behalf of SMCBHC, thank you for attending the 13th Annual Dinah K. Somerville Scholarship Awards
Ceremony and Black History Month Celebration. Please take time to congratulate this year’s recipients. They
represent exceptional talent, resilience, and determination. Beyond their academic accomplishments, they
exemplify leadership, integrity, and a deep commitment to making a positive impact in their communities. Their
stories inspired us and reaffirmed the purpose behind this program.

Congratulations to the 2026 recipients of the Dinah K. Somerville Scholarship Fund Award.

Sincerely,

Garnell 7. Wites

Chief Executive Officer

St. Mary’s County Black History Coalition
The Dinah K. Somerville Scholarship Fund




301 RHODE ISLAND AVENUE, NW | SUITE 1508 | WASHINGTON, DC 20001
202.238.5910 | ASALH.ORG

2026 BLACK HISTORY THEME EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
A CENTURY OF BLACK HISTORY COMMEMORATIONS

2026 marks a century of national commemorations of Black history. Dr. Carter Godwin Woodson, George
Cleveland Hall, William D. Hartgrove, Jesse E. Moorland, Alexander L. Jackson, and James E. Stamps
institutionalized the teaching, study, dissemination, and commemoration of Black history when they
founded the Association for the Study of Negro Life and History (ASNLH) on September 9, 1915.

In 1925, when Dr. Carter G. Woodson planned the inaugural week-long observance of Black history, he
could have hardly anticipated the imprint he would leave on the world. From Negro History Week to Black
History Month, ASALH has carried forth the tradition and the observances have become part of the wolf
and warp of American culture and increasingly the global community. For its 100th theme, the Founders
of Black History Month urges us to explore the impact and meaning of Black history and life
commemorations in transforming the status of Black peoples in the modern world.

As part of the global African Diaspora, people of African descent in the United States have viewed their
role in history as critical to their own development and that of the world. Along with writing Black
histories, antebellum Black scholars north of slavery started observing the milestones in the struggle of
people of African descent to gain their freedom and equality. Revealing their connection to the
diaspora, they commemorated the Haitian Revolution, the end of the slave trade, and the end of slavery
in Jamaica. They observed American emancipation as Watch Night, Jubilee Day, and Juneteenth
celebrations. Eventually they feted the lives of individuals figures who fought against slavery, most
notably Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass. The scholar Arthur A. Schomburg captured the
motivation of Black to dig up their own history and present it to the world: “The American Negro must
remake his past in order to make his future.”

When Carter G. Woodson, as director of the Association, established Negro History Week he did so as
part of that tradition. Yet, by concentrating the attention of the American public on the scientific
findings of historians, he sought to turn the commemorations more forthrightly into a far-reaching,
organized, and sustained effort to transform how Black folks viewed themselves and how the world
viewed them. Year after year, he built Negro History Week into an African American and American
cultural institution. He set the themes and provided materials to illustrate the contributions people of
African descent had made to the movement of history and modern culture. As his contemporary, W. E. B.
Du Bois put it, “"He literally made this country...recognize and celebrate each year a week in which it
studied the effect which the American Negro has had upon the life, thought and action in the United
States. | know of no other man who in a lifetime has unaided built up such a national celebration.”

Since the passing of the founder, ASALH has not only continued his work, but also made Negro History
Week and Black History Month an even more deeply rooted American institution. On February 10, 1976,
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President Gerald R. Ford became the first president to issue a message recognizing Black History Month
during the United States Bicentennial. Then in 1986, Congress passed Public Law 99-244 designating
February as Black History Month. These efforts have made February the month where Black history finds
its way not simply into the schools of the American nation, but also in the cultural heritage sites (i.e.
museums, archives, libraries, parks, etc.), public squares, workplaces, houses of worship, and homes
across the land and across the oceans. These institutions, and others across the country, offer sites to
discover and learn more about African American history through programming, camps, book displays,
and exhibitions.

To understand the modern world, especially nations where Black peoples form a significant population,
one must grapple with the impact that the public observances have had on the past and the present.
During this year, which we are also commemorating the 250th Anniversary of United States
Independence, it is important to not only tell an inclusive history, but an accurate one. Thus, the need to
examine the role of Black History Month could not be greater than today when forces weary of
democracy seek to use legislative means and book bans and challenges excise Black history from
America's schools and public culture. Black history’s value is not its contribution to mainstream historical
narratives, but its resonance in the lives of Black people.
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St. Mary’s County Black History Coalition
Annual Awards & Black History Celebration
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WHEREAS it is with profound admiration and deep reverence that we gather
today for the St Mary’s County Black History Coalition's Annual Awards
Ceremony and Black History Month Celebration; and

WHEREAS the St. Mary’s County Black History Coalition is a nonprofit
organization established in 2011 by community members with a shared interest in
advancing education, preserving heritage, and enhancing community growth; and

WHEREAS the St. Mary’s County Black History Coalition exemplifies the
values of education, community, and empowerment by annually awarding four
81,000 scholarships from the Dinah K. Somerville Scholarship Fund to local youth
pursuing higher education at colleges, universities, or trade schools, thereby
embodying the vision and passion of Dinah K. Somerville, a steadfast advocate for
educating our youth and celebrating black history in St. Mary’s County.

NOW, THEREFORE, We, the Commissioners of St. Mary’s County, do
hereby commend and honor the St. Mary’s County Black History Coalition for
their unwavering dedication to preserving heritage, fostering education, and
nurturing the aspirations of our local youth through the Dinah K. Somerville
Scholarship Fund. We are honored to celebrate the invaluable contributions of
African Americans throughout history and recognize their enduring legacy in
shaping culture, inspiring generations, and promoting social change.

THIS DATE:

February 22, 2026 COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY’S COUNTY, MARYILAND

Jémes R. Guly, Preside

Mithael Alderson, Jv., &Amﬁu&sioner

./%f-f .-r"'!v..-""f\"'"r

¢ Colyig, Commissioner

Michael L.'Hewitt, Commissioner
A
v

Scott R. 0strow,fommissioaer




Keynote Speaker
DELEGATE EDITH JERRY PATTERSON

Delegate Edith J. Patterson was sworn into the Maryland House of Delegates
January 14, 2015, and serves on the Ways and Means Committee, Chairs the
subcommittee Gaming, and Member of Education Subcommittee. In the
House, she is Chair of the Southern MD Delegation, former Chair Charles
County Delegation, former Chair of the House’s Protocol Committee, former
President Women’s Legislative of Maryland Caucus, former1st Vice-President
Legislative Black Caucus and Legislative Veterans Caucus.

Delegate Patterson was appointed to the Maryland Higher Education
Commission by Governor Martin O’Malley and served 3 years until her
Delegate election. She has an extensive background in both secondary and
post-secondary education, education policy and administration. A former science teacher for the District
of Columbia and Charles County public schools, a majority of her professional career has been with

the College of Southern Maryland where she served as a Counselor and later as the college’s Program
Director for the U.S. Department of Education’s Educational Talent Search Program. An experienced
grants reviewer and writer, Dr. Patterson helped the college secure over $4.1 million in grant funds to
support programs to assist students who are first-generation and low-income. In addition, she was the
co-director and grants writer for two grants (FIFSE and MHEC) designed to help women and minorities
enter technology careers. She is a consultant/grants reviewer for both the U.S. Department of Education
and U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and in prior years the Congressional Black Caucus
Foundation’s Education Braintrust.

Delegate Patterson’s administration and leadership expertise are a cumulative result of her having spent
twelve years as a member, vice-chair and chair of the Charles County Board of Education, three years as
President of the Charles County Democratic Central Committee and five years on Charles County Board
of Commissioners. In 2005, her appointment to the Charles County Board of Commissioners (Council)
as its first minority and seventh woman was cited as being historic. She served four years as the Vice-
President of the Commission.

Delegate Patterson has been a founding member and President of Charles County Public Schools
Education Foundation, and Vice-President of Education Technology Think Tank, a non-profit organization
committed to funding programs to help underserved communities have access to technology. For eight
years she served as national organizer of “National Education Funding Support Day” and has had two
congressional appointments from Congressman Steny Hoyer (D-MD) “Military Review Board” and
Congressman Major R. Owens (D-NY) “National Commission for African American Education” Delegate
Patterson is the recipient of numerous local, state and national citations, proclamations, and awards

> <«

including Maryland State Teachers Association’s “Outstanding Achievement in Community Service
Award”, Congressman Owens’ “Women Opening the Pipeline Award”, Omega Psi Phi Fraternity’s “Citizen
of the Year” and 2017,2019 and 2021 Daily Recorders Top 100 Women in Maryland. She has been a
member of Nu Zeta Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. for over 30 years and a Charter

member of Southern Maryland Chain Chapter, The Links, Inc.

Delegate Patterson was born in Doswell, Virginia and earned a Bachelor of Science Biology/Chemistry
from Virginia Union University, Master of Education Guidance/Counseling from Bowie State College and
Doctorate of Education from George Washington University along with advanced graduate studies through
National Science Foundation Academic Year programs. She lives in Pomfret and is the mother of sons -
Ralph and Robert and grandmother to Ryann, Evann and Oliver Patterson; GE to Jerome, Jr. and Jehnae
Linkins. Prior to his death, her husband, Ralph, was an educator and proud 20 years member of the U.S.
Army Reserves and served in Desert Storm /Persian Gulf War.




Master of Ceremony
Dante R. Chesley

Dante R. Chesley is the nephew and godson of the
namesake of today’s celebration, Dinah K. Somerville,
whose legacy we honor today. A 2006 graduate of Bishop
McNamara Catholic High School, Dante is known
throughout his family as someone always willing to pitch
in and help—no matter the task or effort required. His
boisterous laugh and warm personality naturally draw
others into what many affectionately call his “Dante
world”

A dedicated supporter of this annual celebration, Dante
is a familiar and welcoming presence at the Dinah K.
Somerville Scholarship Awards Ceremony. Each year, he
generously contributes his time and talents to assist organizers and ensure that guests—
especially our elders—feel valued, comfortable, and appreciated.

Professionally, Dante serves as a Senior Client Service Associate at the Canadian Imperial
Bank of Commerce (CIBC) Private Wealth and brings more than ten years of industry
experience. In his role, he provides operational and administrative support to relationship
managers, serves as the primary point of contact for client matters, and ensures exceptional
customer service.

Before joining CIBC, Dante worked as a Client Service Associate at Morgan Stanley,
supporting three financial advisors and assisting numerous clients with their financial
needs. He also previously served as a Client Service Investigator at Convera, where he
collaborated with representatives from other financial institutions to resolve complex issues
and ensure fair, high-quality outcomes for clients.

Dante resides in La Plata, Maryland, with his wife, Jerri, and their two children, Donovan
and Olivia.




Performers

Sean Scriber is a native of Hollywood, Maryland, and an avid
performer whose talents have been showcased on stages across the
state. Whether acting, singing, or performing, Sean brings passion
and dedication to every appearance. He is both honored and
thrilled to be invited to participate in such a joyous and meaningful
event.

Mrs. Darlene Houze is a Christian writer, director, and producer
whose passion for the creative arts has shaped both her ministry and
professional journey. Originally from Louisiana, she has combined her
artistic gifts with her career as an IT and Human Resources consultant,
collaborating with individuals within her spiritual community and
professional network. Through these experiences, she has cultivated a
deeper appreciation for God’s purposeful plan for her life.

Mrs. Houze is married to Clarence Houze, and together they are the
proud parents of two sons, Taylor Christian and Jordan Alexander. She
is an active member of Ebenezer AME Church in Fort Washington,
Maryland, where she leads the Ebenezer Drama Ministry and serves
as Liaison to the Minister of the Comfort and Congregational Care
Ministry.

Mr. Michael-Elliott Hill is a native Washingtonian who studied theater

at the Wilshire Theater of Performing Arts and the Inner-City Cultural
Center in Los Angeles, California, with Glynn Turman, renowned for his
role in Cooley High. A former “Soul Train” dancer, Mr. Hill has appeared in
numerous television and film productions, including DC Cab alongside
Mr. T and Protocol with Goldie Hawn.

He has also graced local stages at the Studio Theatre, the John F. Kennedy
Center for the Performing Arts, the Lincoln Theatre, and the Library of
Congress.

Mr. Hill is married to the former Carolyn Cunningham and is the

proud father of two daughters and five grandchildren. He believes that
understanding one’s history is essential to shaping one’s future, and he hopes
this Black History presentation will inspire others to take pride in their
heritage and remain motivated to make a meaningful impact in the world.




2026-2027 Dinah K. Somerville Scholarship Fund Awardee

Zaniyah Bush Marie Cable

School: Chopticon High School School: NC State University
Major: Music Education Major: Nuclear Engineering
Name of Institution: University of Maryland Name of Institution: NC State University

School: PG Community College School: Great Mills High School
Major: Business Administration Major: Biology
Name of Institution: PG Community College Name of Institution: Towson University
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Lauren McNair Kendall Wathen

School: Howard University School: Leonardtown High School
Major: Biology/Chemistry/Health Education Major: Finance
Name of Institution: Howard University Name of Institution: Salisbury University




2025-2026 Dinah K. Somerville Scholarship Fund Awardee

Marie Cable Ryan Fellner

School: Chopticon High School School: Chopticon High School
Major: Nuclear Engineering Major: Biology and Communication
Name of Institution: NC State Sciences & Disorders

Name of Institution: University of Rhode Island

Lilian McDowell
School: Leonardtown High School

Major: Hearing and Speech Sciences
Name of Institution: University of Maryland

Lauren McNar Aubrey Williamson

School: Howard University
Major: Biology/Chemistry School: Great Mills High School

Name of Institution: Howard University Major: Business Management
Name of Institution: College of Southern Maryland




DKSSF Awardees

2024-2025
Kyle Ganley
Harris Smith
Naterrah P. Tyson
Alexandra Williams

2022-2023
Sydnie Collins
Lauren McNair
Romeo Norris
Adalynn Williamson

2021- 2022
Alice Kelly
Helena Lehr
Olivia Mesmer
Jordan Riggs

2020- 2021
Jordan Scott
Nathan Williams
Madelyn Spalding

2019- 2020
Ayesha-Jynelle Rennie
Jamarie Bush
Tayla Mann

2018- 2019

Tanasia Miles
Chloe Roberson

2017- 2018
Sydney Guy
Gia Beaton

2016- 2017

Jordan Countiss
Mykaela Lewis

2015- 2016
Sache’ Bond
Andrew Fisher

2014-2015
Christopher Miles

2013- 2014

Denisha Brinkley
Katherine Thompson




Lift Every Voice and Sing

The Negro National Anthem
Comprosed in 1900 by
James Weldon Johnson

Lift Every Voice and sing till earth and heaven ring
Ring with the harmonies of liberty
Let our rejoicing rise high as the listening skies
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea
Sing a song, full of the faith that the dark past has taught us
Sing a song, full of the hope that the present has brought us
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun
Let us march on till victory is won
Stony the road we trod, bitter the chastening rod
felt in the days when hope unborn had died
yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet
come to the place for which our fathers sighed?
We have come, over a way that which tears has
been watered
We have come, treading out path through the blood
of the slaughtered
Out of the gloomy past, till now we stand at last,
Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast
GOD of our weary years, GOD of our silent tears
Thou Who has brought us thus far on the way
Thou Who hast by Thy might, led us into the light
Keep us for-e-ver in the path we pray

Lest our feet, stray from the places our
GOD where me met thee
Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world

we forget Thee

Shadowed beneath thy hand, may we forever stand R s
TRUE TO OUR GOD, TRUE TO OUR NATIVE LAND 1871-1938
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Sponsorship Advertising

BALDWIN
BRISCOE
STEINMETZ ;e

Full Service Premier Law Firm

@ waldorf & Lexington Park, MD

FIGHTING FOR
SOUTHERN MARYLAND

RESIDENTS S

Lexington Park Waldorf
301-862-4400 443-853-8698
22335 Exploration Drive 3010 Crain Highway
Ste. 2030 Suite 100B

Lexington Park, MD 20653 Waldorf MD, 20601

www.baldwinbriscoe.com




Sponsorship Advertising

We're proud to Sponsor Dinah K.
Somerville Sholarship Fund!

Providing Professional
Customer Care Services

Family Friendly Environment

Owner and Operator
Licensed for over 40yrs

3370 Leonardtown Rd. , Unit #104 « Waldorf, Md. 20601




Sponsorship Advertising

Terrence L.
Johnson

FUNERAL SERVICI

We are ecommitted.

FUNERAL & MEMORIAL
(o providing SERVICES

i
OUR STORY

excellent service
to your beloved.

We were established on
the date of June 2008 in
White Plains Maryland.
We provide personalized
tuneral services that

honor and celebrate

lives. We are dedicated

to oftering
s

CGI'I'IPGSSIDF!U"E carg '.':If!'l'i:.-'I
support to families in

their time of need.
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Charlotte Hall: 301-884-2117
La Plata: 301-934-4670
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BUYING OR
SELLING A HOME?

LET'S WORK TOGETHER!

This Black History Month, let's focus on building legacy and generational wealth through
homeownership. Whether you're thinking about buying your first home, moving up,
downsizing, or preparing to sell, the right guidance can make the journey smoother and less
stressful. I'm passionate about serving our community with care, patience, and real market
knowledge so you can make confident decisions for your family’s future. Homeownership is
more than a move — it's a milestone, and I'm here to help you every step of the way.

CONTACT:

REALTOR
X4 paula.thaxton@pearsonsmithrealty.com

Qo 202-438-8336

@ PearsonSmithRealty.com
43777 Central Station Dr. St 390 Ashburn, VA 20147

information of special Interest should be obtained through Independent verification. This Is not a solicitation if your property is currently

The information contained herein has been obtained through sources deemed reliable but cannot be guaranteed as to its accuracy. Any
listed with another broker. Equal Opportunity Housing Provider. Franchise offices are independently owned and operated. REALIOH
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. MARY'S COUNTY BLACK
HISTORY COALITION

sERESEEEES ON YOUR 13™ ANNUAL
“ AWARD CEREMONY &
. BLACK HISTORY
CELEBRATION

CAROL CARR

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2026 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH SOCIAL HALL
28297 OLD VILLAGE RD, MECHANICSVILLE, MD 20659

SPECIAL THANKS & CONGRATS TO
DINAH K. SOMERVILLE SCHOLARSHIP

2026-2027 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

.
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FAMILY SUPPORT §§
SERVICES

STARS Spectrum Family Support Services
We provide non-medical, realtionship- \
based support for neurodivergent children
and their families.

QOur services are designed to support
routines, regulation, and family well-being
in everyday life.

@ In-home family support

assistance
Caregiver relief (respite

o After-school & routine
~ support)

LEARN HOW

WE CAN HELP

® 240-210-9315

starsspectrumfamilysupport.
com

Serving families in Charles County &

surrounding areas
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Miles and Chesley C nmu]lm;, Service S, IA (; [ _Q"_,

Helping You Make Connections -

Miles and Chesley Consulting Services is proud tu
sponsor the Dinah K. Somerville Scholarship Fund!

Miles and Chesley Consulting Services is dedicated
to making management easier. We are committed to
providing unparalleled support in the following areas:

Administration and temporary services
Contract and financial management
Web development and graphic design
Human capital management

Project management

301-643-0678 | milesandchesley.com
iInfo@milesandchesley.com
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Miles Trucking

Mechanicsville, MD

Miles Trucking is proud to support the
Dinah K. Somerville Scholarship Fund!

Miles Trucking is a licensed and bonded carrier, hauling a
variety of materials and also specializing in snow removal.
For more information, please contact:

Garnell T. Miles | 301-904-6050
Charles Miles | 301-904-4731
PO Box 829, Mechanicsville, MD 20659
gmilestrucking@gmail.com
; : : BN E s ;..‘-' %




Sponsorship Advertising

F. L. GARNER
TRUCKING, LLC

Francis Garner
240-298-2267

25010 Vista Road « Hollywood, MD 20636

F. L. Garner Trucking, LLC is a
commercial trucking company that
focuses on providing quality hauling
services in the MD area at affordable rates

F. L. Garner Trucking, LLC is proud to sponsor the
Dinah K. Somerville Scholarship Fund.
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Myles Trucking, LLC is proud to sponsor the
Dinah K. Somerville Scholarship Fund.

Myles Trucking, LLC is a commercial trucking company that focuses on providing
quality hauling services in the DMV area at affordable rates.

Our mission is committed to providing the highest quality of services in meeting the
expectations of our customers. We thrive on a culture of excellence,
integrity, efficiency, and professionalism.

We go the extra “myles” to get the job done!

MYLES TRUCKING LLC
Keith Myles
8485 Burton Lane
Upper Marlboro, MD
Office: 240-234-0088
Fax: 301-868-4409
info@mylestruckingllc.com
www.mylestruckingllc.com
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7 Fanlon

Travel Group

.

Wilma Fant
Office: 240.244.9330
Mobile: 240.506.7330
www.ftgtours.com

fantomtravelgroup@gmail.com

Chez Joey Production
Arena Stage
Washington, DC
March 14, 2026

“Joshua” Live on Stage
Sight & Sound Theatre
Lancaster, PA
March 18—19, 2026

August Wilson’s
Joe Turner’s Come & Gone
New York, New York
April 15, 2026

2026 Travel Schedule

August Wilson’s
Joe Turner’s Come & Gone
New York, New York
April 22,2026

Cruising the Bahamas
Nassau, Princess Cays, Celebration Key
June 21—June 28, 2026

Ghana, Ghana, Ghana
Accra, Ghana
July 11—July 18, 2026

Obama Presidential Center
Chicago, lllinois
August 5—10, 2026

Eastern Caribbean Cruise
St. Maarten, St. Thomas, Bahamas
August 1—38, 2026

Southeast Asia
Singapore, Malaysia, Vietnam, Thailand
November 5—21, 2026

Have a Fantastical Fxperience
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The Knights of St. John International Ladies’ Auxiliary #359,
Mechanicsville, MD is a dedicated organization that operates as a
supportive branch of the Knights of St. John International, a Catholic
fraternal service organization. The Ladies’ Auxiliary plays a crucial role
in fostering community service, spiritual growth, and camaraderie among
its members. They engage in charitable activities, fundraising efforts,
and community outreach programs that align with the values of faith,
hope, and charity. Membership in the auxiliary offers women the
opportunity to contribute to their communities while nurturing their own
personal and spiritual development. Through their service and
commitment, the Ladies’ Auxiliary #359 embodies the principles of unity
and charity, making a positive impact in their local areas.

Immaculate
Conception Church
Hall
28297 Old Village
Rd, Mechanicsville,
MD 20659

Come Join Us! We
would love to
have you!

Supporting the 2026 Annual Black History Celebration
and Awards Ceremony
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—DDD www.osbyrealty,com [ 301-904-3290

EVERY REMARKABLE JOURNEY
BEGINS WITH A BOLD VISION.
TOGETHER, WE CAN TRANSFORM
YOUR POSSIBILITIES INTO STUNNING
REALITIES!

Specializing in empowering first-time homebuyers,
sellers, and renters to confidently navigate the often-

challenging real estate landscape.

My commitment to outstanding customer service and
complete transparency ensures that you are informed
and supported at every stage of the process, making

your experience as seamless and rewarding as possible.

LET'S u
REGIVETTE Oy
REAL ESTATE BROKER|
301-904-3290
OSb y RC&[ [y SC rvices s REGINETTE@OSBYREALTY.COM
X/ WWW.OSBYREALTY.COM

Manifest Your Dreams!

3261 0old washington Road, Ste 2020, Waldorf, MD 20602
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Freedam

Physical Therapy

Enhancing Rehabilitation and
Reducing Pain with Aquatic Therapy

Freedom Physical Therapy is now offering HydroWorx aquatic therapy

We are proud to provide state-of-the-art aquatic ther-
apy. Our HydroWorx 300 Series has been designed to
reduce pain, improve range af motion and enhance
rehabilitation outcomes. The functional design of our
HydroWorx 300 Series has all the features required

for effective therapy, rehabilitation and fitness in-
cluding underwater treadmill, variable water depth,
resistance jets and deep tissue massage. And now itis
available for you!

|
[
i
b

More about the HydroWorx 300 Series’ feature and benefits:

Variable Speed Underwater Treadmill: Therapeutic Massage Hose {attached to the resis-
} 1\ § { tance jel::
Resistance Jet: Underwater Cameras & Monitoring System:

Adjustable Water Depths:

Safety Handrails/Supports Bars

28105 Three Notch Road 301-280-5080
Mechanicsville, MD 20658 301-290-5091 (Fax)

www. fresdomtherapyscluticns.com
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Dee’s Shear Perfection

Beauty Salon and Barber Shop

Specializing in bringing damaged hair
back to life and keeping healthy hair
looking gorgeous

Delores Dee Thompson
Owner/Senior Stylist

HAIR CARE AT ITS BEST!

301-475-1888 - d7thompson@holmail.com
23952 Point Lookoul Rd, Leonardtown, MD

(Localed on Ri. 5, Opposile Leonardiown lligh School’
Tuesday - Friday 9am - 8pm, Saturday 6am - 12 pm

S .
Dee’s Shear Perfection

Beau ty Salon and Barber Sho P

Erie Baker, Barber Dee Dee Mills, Stylist
HAIR CARE AT ITS BEST!

301-475-1888 - t_|:-'l|1|_m||u-.u|1-“' hotmail.com

Delores Dee Thompson 23952 Point Lookout Rd, Leonardtown, MD
lLocated on Ri. 5. “[l[u_mill_' l.conardtown I“H‘]I School

Owner Senior Stvlist - . . \ . ]
: luesday - Friday 9am - 8pm, Saturday bam - 12 pm
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Pause Anywhere is a proud sponsor of the Dinah K.
Somerville Scholarship Fund.
Congratulations to the scholarship recipients!

Pause Anywhere offers tools for mindfulness, self-regulation,
growth & healing via multi-sensory Pause cards, Journals,
Self-Tending Bundles & Accessible Meditations.

www.pauseanywhere.com

Providing moments of stillness on Instagram, TikTok & Youtube
@pauseanywhere
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+ Spow Remo
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. Please call or amall far a free &5l ate
« Anthony - adotson g@yahoo.com
+ Ronnie - Amiles4@gmail.com

. *NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO BIG”

Jeff Auman
Owner |

20020 Three Notch od
Mechanicsville, MD 20659«
- uf
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Doreen McCallister

MARY KAY

CELL (301) 643-8774 /f
cmhaylo f_;.-'_r_l_f._-ﬁ,- izon.net %

pollysstumpi@gmail.com o

POLLY’S STUMP

African Art Gallery & Custom Framing

wwew.pal WESIUmP.Com

CAROLYN HAYLOCK
Artist/Owner

65329 OLD BRANCH AVE
CAMF SPRINGS, MD 20748

ELEHIE THDMAS
EPENDENT DAMSEL DIRECT

# ) 202-550-3187
2 | ibpacken@gmail.com

mydamselpro.net/protect-her

What's In A Name

&, Smoot

Amazon/books.coin
K i

= &

()

o@@dﬁ‘

SylviaJo Design Co.
www.sylviajodesignco.com

4785 Young Rd
Waldorf, MD 20601

619.385.1445
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The SMCBHC is a Non-profit Charitable Organization under the Section 501(c)(3) of
the International Revenue Code. Any gift you make is tax-deductible to the maximum
extent of the law.

Your DONATION is a contribution that will aid an ambitious individual to cover a
part of their tuition cost to a college, university or trade school of their choice.

You're not just giving a monetary donation you are also giving our youth the chance
to accomplish their dreams. Your support will be greatly appreciated and will give
SMCBHC the chance to give back, lift up and excite our young individuals who are
striving to discover what their futures holds.

You can make a secure online donation through our Pay Pal Account by clicking below
or you can make your contribution by mail via check or money order to:

St. Mary’s County Black History Coalition
Dinah K. Somerville Scholarship Fund
P.O. Box 829

Mechanicsville, MD 20659

"THANKS in advance, your generosity is greatly APPRECIATED"!!
WE WELCOME YOUR DONATION




" Celzbrasing OO Gz of Blich Sl st

” Pl story of Black History Month begins in Chicago during the sammer of 1915, Ao alumnos of the Universitg of Chicago with |

” many fricnds m the city, Carter G, Woodson traveled from Washangton, DOC, o participate in a natonal celebration of the fifteth l
e

anniversary of emancipation

ponsarcd by the smte of Hlinois. Thousonds of African Americans trmvelled from aoross the country to see

exhibits highlighting the p

eairlier, Wondson joined th

eas ther people had made since the destruction of slavery. Awarded a doctorate in Harvard three years

other exhibitors with o black history disploy. Dxespite being held at the Coliseum, the site of the 1912

Republican convention. an overflow crowd of six to nvelve thousand waited outside for their tum o view the exhibits, Inspired by the

il

threg-weok celebration, Woodson deg si" Black hife and estory belfore

o an orzaniEation W promote the sci

bt ait the Wabnsh Y MMOA with A, L, Jacksdao

e others and formmed the Association

leawing town, Cn September Wih, Wod

Fors the Study of Megeo Life and History (ASSNLEH)

Black History MMonth is an ulture

Carter O,

anmully observed month=long celechration of African American life, History, and | Dir,

Founded by

Woodsan in February 1926, what was Formerly known as MNegrmoe History Week became a maonth-long cel

wily 10 promnote, research, preserve, interpret, and disseminate information abowt Black life, History, and culture too the gl

COIMLInITY

Fach ve
when ASALIs

ar the gquaestion s asked: Why does Black History dMonth occur in February? The relevance of February goos back o 1926,
Mogro History Week” ot I

Founder Div. Corter G, Waoodson first establishaed during the second weck

ebruary. And why

Because it eneo the birthadays of Abraham Ling nd Frederwck DRouglass—aotlh o

WL

that week?

cn being preal Amorican

all

MPasses

o scrcl=oen ¢l P armchiteon and reform. IT s comumnon wiaclson selece

TRty S ETRIREEN]

symbols of free

Lincoln and §

Fehrunry for re Wy snid that W

chruary o encompass the birthdays of two great Amencans who plaved a proaminent role in shapang black story, namely Abea ham

we them For

sderick Douglass, whose birthcdays are the 1 2th and the T4th, respa

ely. More imps . e el

reasois of traditien, Since Lincoln™s Sssassiiatiag 1865, the black ¢

iy, al with other Repubil

the fullen President’s birthday. And since the late 1890s, black communiti cross the country had been celebrating Dy
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aware of the pre-existing celebrations, Woodson bull Megro History Week around teaditional davs of commemorating th

He wis asking the pubbc o exncid thewr study of Black hstory, not o Crcate a new wadimon. In doang 50, he mcreascd has chances For

Howwever, Wosdsan never conlined NMegro History 1o a week, His hife™s work amd the smission oFf ASALH sinee s fouiding e 1915

represent o hiving esnmony to the year-round and vear-after-year study of Afnican American histor

Remd more am th ASALH YWebsioe:

1% (8]
BoArRD MEMBERS
+* GARNELL MILES - CEQ
4+ ARTINA MILES
%+ RAQUEL STONE — PRESIDENT & CHARLES MILES
2 MARQUITA DOUGLAS - VICE PRESIDENT % CLEMENTINE SOMERVILLE

s

e

' JACKLYN MILES — TREASURER < VERONICA MILES 2 TAMICA JOHNSON

-

< VERONICA SCRIBER 4 MaLiaka SCOTT
S VIVIAN YORKSHIRE

e

MICHELLE GARMNER — SECRETARY

ADDRESS: P.O. Box 829, MECHANICSVILLE, MD 20659
EMAIL: SMCBHC@GMAIL.COM ~ WEBSITE: WWW.SMCBHC.ORG

o




